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3.    You must send the eldest prince Padmasena to far off
lands.
After careful consideration you may decide the course
of action to be taken". The embarassed king chose the thrid
course and banished Padmasena.
To the distress of the eldest queen her son left the
palace. The purohit accompanied him. After visiting
several places, they both left for Varanasi. They took bath
in the holy Ganga and had darsan of Sri Viswanatha. They
camped there for a month, during the course of which they
attended to the discourses of the divine sage Narada being
given to the sages gathered there. They learnt about the
great significance of Sri Kalahasteeswara and the river
Swarnamukhi flowing there. \Vith great enthusiasm they
reached Sri Kalahasti and offered reverential prayers to the
Vayulinga after taking bath in the river. During their stay
at the sacred place they met the sage Markendeya. In great
humility they offered their respects to the sage and narrated
their story. The divine sage remarked that it was to their
great fortune that they visited Sri Kalahasti. He called
Satyamitra aside and recognising his intelligence, he
imparted the manner in which a Siva Linga is to be installed,
the way in which the worship is to be conducted according
to Saivapancharnava Chaturanga Vidhanam. The sage also
composed a prayer- to be recited every day by Padmasena.
The sage asked him to pass on the sacred knowledge to
Padmasena and left the place.
See Appendix VI
Accordingly Satyamitra and Padmasena took bath in
the river Swarnamukhi, worshipped the Vayulinga and
selected a place to the west of the Sivalinga for their daily
worship. In the manner ordained by Sage Markandeya,
Satyamitra had a Sivalinga installed by Padmasena and
initiated him into Sivapanchakshari japa in the chaturanga
way. After the prince settled down in the worship his